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1776 Spy.

1t’s no secne that the Central Intelh- ’
gence: Agencr routinely- engages ‘in
economic espionage arotind the world.

The ClA’s economic spies are highly -
regarded, and semetimes give a presi-"
dent . his first. inkling - about.what is. -

happening in thie never-never land of 5

dollars; . yens and. marks. It-was. from
the CIA, fcr, example,. that President
Carteg firsk Jearned. in:1978. that. the-

United States had slipped from:first:to 1

sixth plaoa-famong she-yworld’y: -ine

dustrial nations: 7oA gxmenes by

This unique brand of espionage may -
be less romantic than the James Bond-

style‘of spying,’ but'itis nu less impor- ..
tant. It has becomea majot pax’c of the "

CIA’s-operations since’the derring-do "
days:of” World War II and; the Cold .
Af‘m e, e
Indeed, .. economie ;. espionage has._
been a function of American spies-for
more than 200 years. Yet such is the
absurdity of the.CIA’s obsession with
secrecy that the very first economic

espionage mission' on record—in 1776 -
_—is still apparently classified as secrer
~ by the spy agency.
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The documents that demﬂ this fledg—
ling entry into.-international .intelli-
gence are contained in the CIA’S His--
torical. . Intelligencé: -Collection : “at
Langley. Despite the Iact that the in-
formation- could - hardly “compromise-
U.S.. espionage activities: in;-1980;- the-
record of-America’s first venture into
economxcespmnage is ‘still classlﬂed as
contidential: * S LT

The .secret- pubhcation tells: of. the po

misslon assigned. 1o’ one: Williary Car:,

mxchaef who was sent: to‘HolIand Iate
'in'1778 in:the guise ofa merchant to
gairrinformation-for-the Committee of -
Seeret--Corresponderice, the* CIA’s
predecessor in: the® Contmentai Con. -

us..«-«‘a ..» JJJ .‘.)w Favd- e el

gress o Ee o
‘Carmichael’s "“control’”“ was Silas

‘Deane, a lawyer*and™ “businessman
-from Wetherstield, Conn., who was
sent to France by Cofigress to-obtain °
military.supplies for.the.newly, inde-
pendent British colonies:' Deane. inter- --
pretéd his. ‘mandaté. broadly enough to. -
recruit Carmxchael to»-do a. httle eco- -

nomie spying.-

-Deane; “tasked‘ Camuchael wzth a-

number: of*e_conomxc intelligence. re--
quirements,” the- CIA’s secret ‘history
discloses. "It then quotes.agent Car-

michael’s:report.to the Committee of ,
Secret’ Correspondence “from- Amster--

damon” Nov.-2,"1776." It was sent
through a secret mall drop on St. Eus-
tatia Island an old the Revolutmn-
ary CIA: :

““You have been threatened that the

~ Ukraine would supply Europe with to-

bacco .,".-I have seen some of its to-
bacco here, and the best-of.it i3 worse
thanthe worst of our ground leaf.”

- Why this material is7still secret-is .
anyone’s guess.-It seems unlikely that -

the 204-year-old mail drop on St. Eusta-
tia-: .is-~ in- ¢ danger.: of - - being
compromised..:.:. or.that the quality

of ‘Ukrainian_tobacco: is a secret that.

must still be protected. "
= Moscow: on "‘Muskie: Cyrus Vances
departure from Foggy Bottom hasn’t

. caused ‘Kremlin: Wastungton watchers
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1o lose. any sleep, accordmg to U.S'in-

telhgence experts.;y - -

erican pundlts have specq-
lated than Edmund- Muskie will have,
more clout at-the -White House than
national security-affairs adviser Zbla.
niew: Brzezinski,icthe - Russians: are~
under no suchillusions. They stiil sep.

. the Polish-borm Brzezinski as the man;

who-has: the decisive” influence over;
Carter’s foreign policy.

Soviet intelligence analysts conslderz
Muskie’s appointment ‘as strictly a po-
litical move intended to help the presi- |
dent’s reelection” -campaign. Unless.he~
stays.on past the November election,™
the Politburo pols ‘will continue to ags:
sume. that Brzezmskx is the one:to’

h watch. . N et e s )

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/11 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000100170098-9



